Art. XII. and feeble, and labour is consequently greatly protracted, because his patient has not fortitude to meet the trial she is exposed to; but let the severity of these pains be removed, or let sleep be induced, and the uterus at once returns to its regular action, labour rapidly proceeds, and delivery is completed in one tenth, perhaps, of the time it would otherwise occupy." (p. 4.) Surely the accoucheur is not only fully justified in the careful and discriminating employment of chloroform ; but, with such testimony in favour of its beneficial influence, he is highly blameworthy if he withholds it, in cases in which the induction of anaesthesia appears likely to be decidedly beneficial. There are some people, however, whose prepossessions no amount of evidence will remove.
